
St. Mary, Vinton 

Pastoral Council Minutes 

March 15, 2022 

 

The Heart of Mary Cluster, inspired by the Holy Spirit, provides a welcoming faith 
community in which we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by the way we live, by our 
worship together and in serving others. 
 

I. Roll call- Billy Ollinger, Cindy Forsyth, Colman Silbernagel, Danise Shannon, J.R. 

Schemmel, Jeannie Springer, Marcia Reilly, Stacey Happel.  Excused:  Ryan Allsup, 

Melissa Tandy 

II. Prayer for Ukraine 

III. Approval of minutes – January meeting – previously done via e-mail 

IV. Minutes from standing committees:  Finance – Jan. 27; Faith Formation Commission 

– Feb. 15; Social Justice – Feb. 17; Liturgy – March 1 

V. Additions to agenda - None 

 

Old Business 

VI. Status of LOWTF giving 

o Pledged - $1,136,347 

o Received - $1,133,847 

o Remaining debt- $40,361 (after a recent $2,000 payment) 

o Celebration when loan is paid off — A parishioner has suggested that we 

have a simple parish celebration this summer.  The council agreed that this is 

a good idea, but given the amount of remaining debt we will hold off on this 

for now.  We will make plans for a celebration when we’re closer to having the 

loan paid off - i.e.  when the debt is approximately $3,000.  

VII. Building & Grounds  

o Window repair- the large window in the gathering space has been repaired.  

We have not yet received a bill, but we have received proceeds from our 

insurer.  Cindy found another window with a crack in the vestibule.  It should 

be under warranty until 2023 through Dubuque Glass.  Jeannie has contacted 

Dubuque Glass and is waiting to hear back.  

o Striping of parking lot- Cindy has contacted an individual who indicated they 

would be willing to do the parking lot for the cost of materials.  She is waiting 
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to hear back from him on what the cost of materials would be and if he will 

definitely do the work. 

o Floor in hall- A couple has said they believe they could refinish the floors.  

J.R. said he would be willing to help and thought other parishioners might be 

willing to assist as well.  He will follow up with the couple. 

VIII. Covid – All is back to normal!!!! With the exception of the community cup, 

which will probably be a while. 

IX. Community sustaining/building – More people are coming back to church, our 

attendance numbers are up from September.  Council members were 

encouraged to reach out to parishioners who they have not seen in a while to 

let them know they are missed and to invite them back.  Marcia shared that 

she and an Urbana parishioner are trying to get the Discipleship/Stewardship 

to reconvene.  They have not met since Covid. This committee has done a lot 

in the past related to community building/sustaining and Marcia is hopeful 

they would be able to help us in this area. 

X. Security at Mass  

o Panic bar on door in back sacristy –the bar has been received and needs 

to be installed.  Two volunteers have said they will complete the 

installation.  

o Emergency plan with chief of police/KCs- no updates 

o Individual open carrying at Mass - An individual has been openly carrying 

at Mass.  This has created concern among parishioners.  The Archdiocese 

has a “no firearms” policy.  We are aware of parishioners who carry but 

conceal.  Decision:  We will talk to the individual and ask them to either 

conceal or leave their firearm in their vehicle during Mass.   

XI. Cemetery board – We would like to have one more individual join the 

cemetery board.  Board members’ responsibilities include periodically 

inspecting the cemetery to ensure it is well-maintained, marking graves for 

grave diggers and attending an annual corporate meeting in August.  
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New Business  

XII. May elections 

o Danise is completing her second term and is not eligible to run again at 

this time. 

o Stacey & J.R. are completing their 1st term – both are willing to serve a 

second term 

o Timeline for election process 

 April 17 – bulletin insert re: the process and timing 

 April 24 – Nomination weekend – people will be encouraged to 

submit nominations to Marcia via email or they can complete a 

form and drop it in boxes that will be at the entrances of the 

church. 

 May 8 – bulletin insert with candidates’ information 

 May 15 – Elections 

 May 22 – Results shared with the congregation. 

XIII. Baptismal font – Research needs to be done re: current requirements of the 

Archdiocese re: baptismal fonts.  Marcia will reach out to the Worship Office 

to get this information. Selecting the baptismal font will be based on input 

from the donors and parish liturgy committee, factoring in Archdiocesan 

requirements. 

XIV. PLC report 

o Annual parish appeal - occurs the beginning of May.  Last year we asked 

parishioners to donate $100/household with 25% of funds received going 

to LOWTF. We did not do an appeal in 2020 due to Covid.  Prior to that, 

we asked for $75/household.  Council agreed to make the same request 

as last year.  It was suggested that the letter include a statement that if 

they are not attending Mass, we would prefer their presence in church 

versus a monetary donation.  The council agreed that would be a good 

idea.  

o Parish/cluster directory – A company has reached out to Marcia about our 

interest in an updated pictorial directory.  The last directory was completed 
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in 2015/2016.  The company that was used in the past, Lifetouch, no 

longer does church directories.  The council agreed that we should pursue 

a new directory.  Marcia will follow up.  Council members advised trying to 

arrange photography sessions in the fall.  

o Fr. Jim’s anniversary- Fr. Jim will celebrate his 25th anniversary of being a 

priest on May 24th.   We will recognize his anniversary at all Masses the 

weekend of May 21/22.  We would like to have a celebration for him.  

Perhaps the Knights would be willing to serve hamburgers/hot dogs 

following Mass on Sunday, May 22nd.  Question about whether the Altar & 

Rosary Society would like to help with the meal as well.  Details will need 

to be worked out. 

XV. First Fruits   

o We have a balance of $1,352 available for the pastoral council to allocate. 

o Marcia shared that the Vinton Area Ministerial Association (VAMA) has 

been seeing an increase in individuals asking for assistance for food 

and/or gas.  A household can receive up to two ‘helps’ per calendar year.  

A ‘help’ consists of a $25 voucher that must be used the day it is issued 

for groceries at either Fareway or Dollar Fresh or for gas at John’s or 

Ehlingers.   The council agreed to donate $300 to VAMA at this time. 

 

Agenda items for next meeting:  Information on the original plans for phase 2/3, 
including a list of items for which parishioners designated their donations. 
 
 

 

Next SMV pastoral council meeting:  Tuesday, May 17, 2022 – 6:30 p.m.  
 
Note:  We will need someone to take minutes due to Stacey’s anticipated absence as 
she and Brian will be welcoming Baby Happel! 


